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1 
The invention, in general, relates to floor cover- 
ing and more particularly relates to an improved 
lay-out tool affording rapid sEorinE of floor pads 
as templates for linoleum or like floor covering to 
effect optimum workmanship and end products. 
Heretofore, there has been some attention de- 
voted to the provision of scribing tools for ulti- 
mate cutting of linoleum and the like in EonneE- 
tion with the laying of floor covering. The ma- 
jority of prior scribers of this type are of some- 
what complex construction containing numerous 
parts to be manipulated and, as a consequence, 
their cost of manufacture is relatively high and 
the application of such tools to specific jobs ren- 
ders the work time.consuming and costly. More- 
over, the end product or actual floor covering ob- 
tained by using such prior scribers are so lacking 
in good workmanship that it often is necessary 
to resort to patchinE or slicinE in of sections to 
afford the complete floor covering. The present 
invention is directed to the provision of an im- 
proved template making scriber whiEh obviates 
the foregoing disadvantages, inherent in their 
structure and use. 
A primary object of the invention is to provide 
a dual function scriber instrument enabling hot 
only the effective sEorini of felt but also enabling 
the use of the scored pad as a template for scrib- 
ing linoleum properly to enable convenient cut- 
tini thereof and provide a tailored job of floor 
covering for any type and dimension of room or 
space. 
Another important object of my invention is to 
provide a template making scriber of the indi- 
cated nature which is additionally characterized 
by its minimum of parts, its convenient hand]ing, 
and its low cost of manufacture with little, if any, 
maintenance ex'pense. 
A further object of the present invention is to 
provide a template making scriber of the afore- 
mentioned character which is of such relatively 
simple construction and which can be applied so 
simply that it can be employed successfully by 
the unskilled as effectively as those skilled in 
the art. 
Other objects of the invention, together with 
some of the advantageous features thereof, will 
appear from the following description of a pre- 
ferred embodiment of the invention which is illus- 
trated in the accompanying drawings. It is to 
be understood that I ara hot to be limited to the 
precise embodiment Shown, nor to the precise 
arrangement of the various elements thereof, as 
my invention, as deflned in the appended claims, 
can be embodied in a plurality and variety of 
forms. 
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ReferrinE to the drawings: 
Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a preferred em- 
bodiment of the invention. 
Fig. 2 is another perspective view of the pre- 
5 ferred embodiment of the invention, this view 
being taken fr0m the bottom of.the device. 
Fig. 3 is a perspective view of an auxfliary ele- 
ment formini .a part of the preferred embodiment 
of the invention. 
10 Fig. 4 is a fragmentary side elevational view, 
partly in section, illustrating the construction of 
the preferred embodiment of the invention. 
Fig. 5 is a plan view illustrating the manner of 
using the device in making a template, the latter 
15 being shown in dotted lines. 
Fig. 6 is a plan view illustrating the manner of 
utilizing the template and device for scoring lino- 
leum or the like to afford a taflored job. 
In its preferred form, the impr0ved template 
20 making s.criber of my present invention prefer- 
ably comprises a bar of predetermined width haw 
ing a pointed nose on one end thereof, a scriber 
needle piercing and projecting below said bar at 
a point from said nose equidistant to the width of 
25 said bar, together with means for adjusting the 
length of said needle, and an auxfliary scribing 
needle removably mounted on the lower side of 
said bar. 
As particularly illustrated in Figs. 1 fo 3 in- 
30 clusive of the accompanying drawings, I provide 
a relatively fiat bar, which is designated generally 
by the reference numeral II and which is 
preferably fabricated of sprint steel, although 
it can be made of hard wood or a plastic material, 
35 as desired. Preferably, the bar II is so formed 
as to provide thereon a .planar upper surface 12 
for a major portion of it length and the bar is 
made to a predetermined width |3 which 
critical. In order that the bar can be used most 
40 effectively, such as instances of low and irregular 
base moldings which would interfere with obtain- 
lng a flush fit against a wall or base board of a 
 room, I preferably form the bar | | with an off-set 
front extremity |, see Figs. 1 and 4, and æo 
45 shape such extremity as fo provide a rounded 
nose |6 thereon. Moreover, to insure a proper 
seatlng of the tool, in the application thereof, 
as well as to avoid the likelihood of damage to 
the nose and to insure longevity of use of the 
50 tooL I weld or otherwise secure a reinforcing tri- 
angular shaped seat block | fo the underside 
|9 of the front extremity | at the nose |6, as 
clearly shown-in Figs. 1 and 2 of the annexed 
drawings; the seat block | preferably beinE 
55 fabricated from case-hardened stock. Thus, the 
curvature of the off-set portion of the front 
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extremity 4 of bar  is net se extreme, when 
taken with the attached seat block 17, as te 
deleteriously affect the moral of which the bar 
is fabricated but is sufficient te bring the lower 
surface 8 of the bar ai the front extremity in 
close proximity te the work te which the tool 
applied, and te afford suflcient depth te the tool 
as te permit adequate mounting of the scribing 
needle as hereinafter explained.. 
In accordance with my invention, the improved 
template making scriber includes a main scrib- 
ing needle 2 ! which pierces the upper surface 
of the bar and projects below the same te a 
distance slightly greater than the depth of the 
tool. The needle 2! is preferably adjustable as 
te length and te this end I secure a sleeve 22 
the underside of the bar with the sleeve arranged 
transversely thereof, as shown. The sleeve 22 
is provided with a longitudinal bore 23 as well 
as holes in the top and bottez thereof for Ioosely 
passing the needle 2, and I provide a set-screw 
24 which is in threaded engagement with one 
end of the sleeve 22 se that its inner end can be 
brought into flrm engagement with the shank 
of the needle 2. Te adjust the needle length, 
the set-screw 24 is first lqosened and the needle 
2 raised or Iowered slightly the desired amount 
and the set-screw 24 thon tightened again with 
ifs inner end bearing firmly against the shank 
of the needle te hold the same in ifs adjusted 
position. It is te be particularly observed that 
the main scribing needle 2 is mounted at a 
critical point on the bar ! se that ifs scribing 
point 25 is Iocated the same distance from the 
tip of the nose 6 of the bar as the width 
of the bar. In other words, the distance 
see Fig. 4, between the nose! 8 of the bar and the 
needle point 25 is exactly equal te the width 
of the bar, and this distance is critical as herein- 
after explained in connection with the showings 
of Figs. 5 and 6 in providing a tailored linoleum 
job for any giron shape and dimension of room 
or space in which the fioor covering is te be laid. 
In addition te the foregoing elements, means 
are provided in my improved template making 
scriber for the removable mounting of an auxil- 
iary scribing needie 28 which is shown in per- 
spective in Fig. 3 of the drawings and in a car- 
rying or mounted position in Figs. 2 and 4 of the 
annexed drawings. Te this end, I secure te the 
underside of the bar I! in suitable spaced rela- 
tionship a pair of mounhing blocks 27 and 
and if is te be especialty noted £hat the 
27" of such mounting blocks are such that their 
bases 28' are co-planar with prie another a well 
as co-planar with the base of the sea£ b1ck 
secured te the underneath surïace ! of the front 
exti-emity 4 of the bar. Thns, when the :tol 
employed in template making if ean. be apptied 
in a level position with the bases.f the thre 
blocks , 27 and 28 all in .alignment, as ¢leriy 
iIlustrated in Fig. 4 of the accompanying lrw 
ings. The auxiliary scribing needie 2 prefer- 
ably is formed te a generatty eireular cross- 
section for a major portion f i£s length wih 
prie fiat end and a tapered functinil axtxemiW 
terminating in a poin 26'. As shom, the auxil- 
iary scribing needle 2 is convniently removably 
mounted on the underside of the bar   in the 
spaced mounting blocks 2"/and 2t and the mourt- 
ing and romprai thereoï is effeed by irs 
inserting the fiat end of the auxiltary needle 
inte a spring-loaded well 3 f)rmed in he blok 
2.11 and thereby compressing the spring ' .xnifi. - 
ciently te porto_if the tapered extremity and 
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point 28' of the auxiliary needie 28 te be inserted 
into a tapered groove 32 formed in the mounting 
block '27. Te release or effect removal of the 
auxiliary scrlber needie from the mounting 
5 blocks, it is only necessary te grasp the shank 
thereof and more the same in the direction of 
the block 28 thereby compressing spring 
sulficiently te effect enough movement of the 
needie te permit clearance of the tapered end 
10 and point 28' thereof from the tapered groove 
32 of block 27. 
In employing my improved template making 
scriber, the following simple operations are car- 
ried out, reference being ruade te the dotted and 
15 full line showings of Figs. 5 and 6 of the annexed 
drawings îor purposes of explanation; these views 
illustrating the making of the template or pat- 
tern teegther with the making of a tailored floor 
covering devoid of patch-work or inserts. With 
2O reference first te Fig. 6, the pattern or ternplate 
material 36, such as felt, is first disposed on the 
floor 37 of a room and the template making 
scriber applied thereto, as indicated in the-re- 
duced showing I! thereof, with the nose |6 of 
25 the scriber in engagement with the wall 3 of 
the room af or close adjacent to the floor 
The scriber is thon moved above the room keep- 
ing the nose thereof in engagement with the wall 
with the result that the scribing needle 25 scores 
3O the felt as indicated by the dotted line 38' in Fig. 
6 of the accompanying drawings. The template 
thus formed and comprising the scored material 
36 is thon plferably forwarded to a cutting ròom, 
designated generally by the reference numeral 
35 {} in Fig. 5 of the drawings, where the pattern 
or template 38 is placed upon a sheet  of floor 
covering material, such as linoleum; the pattern 
or template being designated or indicated by fult 
line showing in Fig. 6. The first stop prepara- 
40 tory fo cutting is to invert the scriber so that its 
normally planar upper surface is at the bottom 
of the teoI rather than the top. The auxiliary 
scribing needle 26 is then removed rem the 
zounting blocks 27 and 28 and the fiat, ptanar 
45 surface 12 of the scriber laid on the template 
or pattern 3 with an inner straight edge ! I' of 
the scriber abutting the scored line 36' of the 
template and the outer straight edge I!" of the 
scriber extending outwardly from the template 
50 6. Usfl]g a cutting knife, the operater then cuts 
the fioor covering, such as linoleum, along the 
outer straight edge Il" of the scriber, moving 
the scriber along from rime to rime aboùt the 
room as the cutting is being done. The cutting 
55 line .of the knife about the room is indicated by 
the dotted line 4 ' in Fig. 5 of the drawings, there 
being thus obtained a tailored fioor covering fit- 
ting the .exact dL, nensions of the room 37, inelud- 
ing is irregularity g2, see Fig. 6, wherein the 
60 tempiae $ was ruade. ThiS is true becs, use the 
width |$ of the bar | | is exactly equal to the 
distance from the point of the nose  to the 
scribing point 2 of the main scribing needte 
and because the edges ! I' and ! " of the bar  ! 
65 ar straight edges. 
If is te he especially noted that a Laflored job 
oï fioor .covering tan be obtained despite numer- 
cus h'regularities or off-sers or weHs in rooms 
nd even where sch irregularities aze relatively 
70 narrow and prevent normal manipulation of .the 
bar .|.! be.cause obstructing the rear .end of the 
bar. In £hese instances of abrupt devitions in 
the stight walls B of a room .and moyement .of 
the bar ! ! is in£erfered vith because of its length, 
75 if is only necissary te invert the bar I ! and turn 
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the same to bring one of its straight edges | |' or 
I I" into engagement with the wall and use the 
auxfliary scribing needle 26 to score the template 
material along the opposite edge of the bar I I. 
This is entirely possible because of the planar 
upper surface |2 of the bar permitting the same 
tolie fiat on the template material when used in 
this mazmer, there being no obstructions whatso- 
ever on the surface 12 fo hinder the use of the 
tool in inverted position and with thë auxiliary 
scribing needle 2ë as just described. 
I have successfu!ly employed my improved 
template making scriber on a multiplicity oï jobs 
many oï which invo!ve substantial irregularities 
with respect fo the shape of a given room and 
requiring floor covering fitting the room from 
wall to wall. I bave round that with my 
proved scriber, the jobs can be completed in much 
quicker rime and more readily than vhen em- 
ploying other types of scribers heretofore mar- 
keted. Moreover, in every instance, a fully tai- 
lored job bas been done without any patch-work 
in the fioor covering whatsoever. 
The improved scribing tool of my present in- 
vention also includes a magazine for holding a 
reserve supp!y of scribing needles 21 so that when- 
ever the needle being used becomes damaged or 
worn the saine may readily be replaced with a new 
needle always availab!e in such magazine. To 
this en'l, I form either of the mounting blocks 2ï 
or 28, say block 27, with a well 46 therein which 
normally is closed with a small screw 47 and 
readily opened by removing the screw to gain 
access to a needle contained in the well. 
I claire: 
î. A template making scriber comprising a fiat 
bar of predetermined width and longitudinally 
extending straight edges; said fiat bar having a 
planar upper surface co-extensive with its length, 

a rounded nose atone extremity of said bar; said 
bar having a hole therethrough approximately 
midway of its straight edges and ata point spaced 
from said rounded nose a distance equal to said 
5 predetermined width of said bar, and a scribing 
 needle situated in said hole. 
2. A template making scriber comprising a bar 
of predetermined width and having an uninter- 
rupted planar upper surface and longitudinally 
10 extending straight edges, a rounded nose af one 
extremity of said bar; said bar having a hole 
therethrough approximately midway of ifs 
straight edges and ata point spaced from said 
rounded nose a distance equal to the width of 
15 said bar, a scribing needle situated in said hole 
with its point extending below said bar, a sleeve 
secured to the underside of said bar; said sleeve 
having a threaded bore therein as well as having 
aligned holes for passing said needle below said 
2O bar, and a set-screw threadedly fltting said bore 
for engagh_g said needle to retain said need!e in 
said hole of said bar af any selected one of a 
plurality of vertical positions. 
ANGELO DEL DEBBIO. 
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